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REFLECTIONS ON TERRITORIAL IDENTITY

Yosseph Shilhav
Department of Geography and Environment, Bar-Ilan University

This article deals with the territorial attachment between a nation and its land as a fundamental
issue in political geography. This does not concern objective substances but rather subjective
consciousness of bonds and attachments not rooted in judicial or legal formulations. The people’s
bond to their land derives from deep fundamental identities of history, culture, religion and
beliefs that people do share, where sites, locations and landscapes are part of. The attachment of
the Jewish people to the Land of Israel, and preserving it as a vital component of their national
identity, are unique in the sense that they developed not merely as a ‘natural” bond of people
dwelling on their land, but rather as a sense of destiny and mission regarding a promised land.
The multifaceted consequences of that uniqueness are dealt with in the article.

Keywords: territorial identity, destiny attachment, sanctity of the land, sovereignty, iconography.

(NON)REPRESENTATION OF THE HUMAN IN THE LANDSCAPE

Orna Blumen
Department of Human Services, University of Haifa

This paper considers the influence of binary thinking in geography on the reading of landscapes.
The landscape, a fundamental geographical concept, is where the physical-human binary is most
apparent. This is further emphasized in reading cultural landscapes as material representations
of ideologies. By focusing on an ordinary urban landscape as a cultural construct, this article
examines the place of the human in the comprehension of landscape. The main argument is that
the human is mostly identified with shaping and interpreting the landscape and hence is located
beyond the landscape scene, while the people who appear inside the landscape are often treated
as solidified into the material shapes and objectified. Relying on non-representational theory it
is suggested that a fuller understanding of landscapes should strive to de-objectify and revive
the people observed inside the landscape scene.

Keywords: landscape, geography, binary, work, Israeli ultra-orthodox Jews.

JEWISH SCHOLAR MEETS GERMAN SCIENTIST: HOW EASTERN
JEWISH SOCIETY CAME TO KNOW ALEXANDER VON HUMBOLDT

Ela Bauer
Department of Jewish History University of Haifa; Department of Communication &
Film, Seminar Hakibbutzim College

The name of Alexander von Humboldt was fairly well known to Hebrew readers of the second
half of the 19" century. Humboldt, who today is mainly known as the founder of modern
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geography, was often referred to in the scientific sections of various Hebrew periodicals of that
time, references that distinguished him from other contemporary scientists and researchers.
The agent who introduced Humboldt to Hebrew readers was Hayim Zelig Slonimski, the
founder and first editor of the Hebrew periodical Ha-zefira, and one who laid the foundations of
popular scientific writing in Hebrew. Besides the references to Humboldt in Ha-zefira and other
Hebrew periodicals, Slonimski wrote a book in 1858, dedicated to Humboldt, his life and his
scientific achievements.

Slonimski, himself a mathematician and physicist, gained the esteem of Humboldt as fellow
scientist, and through his editorial work managed to acquaint the traditional orthodox world of
Eastern European Jewish society with contemporary “secular” knowledge. This paper examines
the background and reasons that lead Slonimski to introduce Humboldt’s geographical work to
the Hebrew reader.

Keywords: Alexander von Humboldt, 19" century Hebrew periodicals, popular science writings
in Hebrew, Haim Zelig Slonimski.

THE CEMETERIES OF KIBBUTZ EIN HAROD

Yoram Bar-Gal
Department of Geography and Environmental Studies, University of Haifa

The article examines two cemeteries and the graves of Kibbutz Ein Harod (Meuchad), located in
Jezreel Valley. The old cemetery was opened in 1921, at the foot of Gilboa mountain, and in 1938
anew cemetery was built, attached to the kibbutz residential area, after the assassination of one
of the Kibbutz leaders, Chaim Shturman, a victim of Arab terror activity. The paper discusses
the creation and changes of the cemetery landscape as a function of planning processes and
historical events. Also shown is the gradual shift of the cemetery from a marginal to central
position in the social and cultural life of the kibbutz. The cemetery can be regarded as a “history
book” of the settlement, by shedding light on one of the important principles of a socialist
kibbutz community: the value of equality, as can be derived from the study of the cemeteries.

The mapping of the graves at the Ein Harod (Meuchad) cemetery between 1921-2010,
demonstrates that the value of equality was not kept dogmatically throughout the years.
The cemetery reflects the social segregation policy which the kibbutz members adopted by
separating themselves from their parents. In cases of particular outstanding members of the
kibbutz, who where popular during their life and recognized on a national scale, the shapes
of their tombstones are extraordinary and different from those of “regular” Kibbutz members.

Keywords: kibbutz, Kibbutz Ein Harod, cemetery, Jezreel Valley, pioneers.
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NATIONAL BOUNDARIES AND SPACE: THE GEO-POLITICAL
DOCTRINE OF JABOTINSKY AS SEEN IN HIS POETRY

Nicola Yozgof Orbach
Department of Geography and Environmental Studies, University of Haifa

Ze'ev Jabotinsky’s political activity in Zionist history and in the history of the Jewish people
in general, is considered of major significance. In fact, so great was the political importance of
his personality that it dwarfed his cultural activities, especially in poetry, prose and literary
translations. Recently, many researchers have began to rediscover the writings of Jabotinsky,
but apparently the relationship between his literary work and his geo-political doctrine has not
yet been dealt with exhaustively.

This article examines the geo-political doctrine of Jabotinsky, as reflected in his National Poetry
(Zion poems) and anthems, written between the years 1898-1938. As in his writings, the poems
reveal his ideas and ambitions regarding the extended boundarie of the future Jewish State, as
well as Jabotinsky’s ambivalent sentiments toward the Zionist Left and its hegemony over the
public entities in charge of Jewish settlement in Palestine.

Keywords: Jabotinsky, poetry, Zion Poems, Beitar, Palestine borders, Transjordan

HEROES IN FANTASY AND SCIENCE FICTION -“LOOK AT THE JAR
AND NOT AT THE CONTENT...”

Galia Shenberg
Division of Humanities, Gordon College of Education

Fantasy and Science Fiction are closely related literary genres, since many of their characteristics
are similar. Both rely on visual design as an essential device for creating estrangement. Also,
both genres are moralistic and usually end happily. The fictional world of these two genres
is portrayed as different from the actual world we live in. In order to create such literary
estrangement the laws of modern science are challenged, and therefore the fictional world has
to be depicted in utmost detail.

This article contends that the main difference between these two genres stems from the
argumentation strategy. In both genres cause and effect is the fundamental way of reasoning.
Science fiction argumentation imitates that of modern science. In fantasy, however, there is
an unexplained gap between cause and effect, called magic or miracle. There are two other
differences concerning theme and time. Firstly, science fiction usually deals with scientific
themes, while fantasy has no thematic limitations. Secondly, science fiction takes place in the
future, while fantasy takes place at any time — past, present, and future.
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By comparing the two genres we find many similarities concerning the personality and psyche
of their heroes, who are not merely literary characters, since they must save the world. The
similarities are surprising because the heroes differ totally from each other in their appearance
and the fictional world around them. This stands out in the analogy between Harry Potter and
Ender, as a test-case. Hence, the uniqueness of science fiction and fantasy and their heroes stems
from their visual design.

Keywords: magic, fantasy, science fiction, literary visual design, simulacres (J. Baudriard),
symbolic violence (P. Bourdieu), Harry Potter (J. K. Rolling), Ender (Orson Scott Card).

ILLUSTRATIONS IN GEOGRAPHY TEXTBOOKS DURING THE
PRE-STATEHOOD PERIOD AND CONTEMPORARY ISRAEL

Yuval Dror
Jaime and Joan Constantiner School of Education, Tel Aviv University

This article reviews the illustrations in Geography textbooks of the “Yishuv” (pre-statehood)
period, displayed by Bar-Gal in Moledet (motherland) and Geography in a Hundred Years of Zionist
Education (1993), as compared with popular textbooks of social studies, geography and “Eretz
(the land of) Israel”, used in Israeli schools during the two recent decades. Illustrations and/or
pictures were analyzed according to their visual contribution to Zionist education. The study
draws on Anderson’s Imagined Communities (1999[1991]). The methodology combines semiology
and iconography, both quantitative and qualitative. The findings were classified into two group:
Those focusing on national contents” (settlements; ‘man against nature’; preferred professions;
borders and unique biblical events; national leaders; minorities and ethnic groups), and those
dealing with geographical tools (maps; statistical tables; diagrams and illustrations; geographical
terms; landscapes; flora and fauna; integrative geographical texts and related subjects). The
main section of the study is devoted to a detailed comparison between two Zionist periods,
before and after establishment of the State, according to the same categories.

The findings ratified the textual conclusions of Bar-Gal (and, thereafter, of Schnell [2002]), as to
the continuity of “enlisted contents of Moledet and Geography” in support of Zionist ideology,
since the British Mandate period and onwards, including the two first decades of statehood; and
- since the 1970s - the gradual and growing transition toward academic/disciplinary teaching of
geographical sciences.

Keywords: textbooks, homeland, geography, social studies, pre-state and contemporary Israel,
visual analysis, semiology, iconography, nationalism, Zionist education.
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FANTASY AND REALITY: INITIATIVES IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF
THE LAND OF ISRAEL SINCE 1904

Arnon Soffer
Department of Geography and Environmental Studies, University of Haifa

From its inception the Zionist enterprise appeared as a kind of fantasy, or something almost
hallucinatory. In the final analysis, however, this impressive enterprise was accomplished,
thanks to a number of fantasists who not only dreamed and imagined, but who managed to
realize their dreams. One of these dreams come true was Rutenberg’s electric company and his
plans for exploiting the waters of the Jordan basin (1920). Another modern industrial pioneer
in Eretz Israel was Nahum Wilbush, who erected edible oil factories in Haifa, not before he had
tried to establish a large edible oil production concern at an independent port of his own in
Caesarea, which was rejected however by the British Mandate authorities. The third of these
dreamers was Moshe Novomesky, who established the potash works at the Dead Sea. It is due
to him that the area changed from a desert and desolate region to an important settlement and
industrial district. Where are the individuals of vision in 2011 that will propel Israel forward,
as these three giants did?

Keywords: Eretz Israel, industry, electrical company, edible oil production, Dead Sea potash
works.

THE UNHOLY TRINITY OF OFFICIAL PLANNING, WESTERN
PRECEDENTS AND IDEOLOGY

Hadas Shadar
Faculty of Architecture and Town Planning, Technion; WIZO Academic College of
Design and Education, Haifa

The planning of new towns in the early years of Israel’s independence was realized by planners
employed by the state. Building for new immigrants was similarly carried out by governmental
public housing entities, though their planning was motivated by more comprehensive goals,
such as “Conquest of the desert”, Creation of the “New Jew” and the “Integration of exiles”.
These goals, at times less enunciated, were implemented by means of a composite planning
process that, in essence, relied on precedents or models copied from the modern western world,
and were used for expressing ideological concepts applied to the Land of Israel.

This article describes a triangle whose three sides are: Israeli planning, European-American
precedents and Zionist ideology. The article contends that political or sociological ideology,
implicit or explicit, dictated the choice of physical planning models and ensured the continuity
of the adopted planning models throughout the years. This ideology stands out as an inseparable
part for understanding the planning development of public housing and new towns in Israel.

Keywords: physical planning, urban patterns, public housing, ideology, precedents.
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POSTERS AND STREET BANNERS AS MIRRORS OF CULTURAL
ENVIRONMENTS

Irit Amit-Cohen and Yosseph Shilhav
Department of Geography and Environment, Bar Ilan University

Posters and street banners are rhetorical means for modeling, disseminating and marketing
ideas. Their objective is to mould and influence public opinion among the people who observe
or look at them. Their presence turns them into cultural objects and characteristic features
of urban vernacular landscapes. Notwithstanding their popular appearance, they play an
influential role in disseminating and preserving the culture and mores of local communities
and their relationship with other neighborhoods.

The purpose of this paper is to discuss the role of posters and street-banners in two different
environments: to analyze the signs and symbols employed for the purpose of influencing a
particular community or society, its culture and perceptions regarding the signs, and the
response to those representative elements as a reflection of communal tradition and ideology.

Keywords: street banner, street poster, vernacular landscape, symbols and signs.

A TALE OF TWO CITIES: CONSERVATION (OR NON-
CONSERVATION) OF VERNACULAR HERITAGE IN TIBERIAS

Keren Levi
Ohalo College of Katzrin

The subject of this paper is the conservation of vernacular architecture (“architecture without
architects”) dating back to the Ottoman and Mandate periods in Tiberias, a peripheral tourist
town situated in northern Israel on the shores of the Lake of Galilee. The paper discusses three
examples that demonstrate the fact that vernacular architecture was not preserved in the past,
and is not protected in the present: (a) the destruction of the Ottoman compound during the
War of Independence and in the months following the war; (b) the “cleaning up” of areas for the
construction of hotels, a process which entailed demolishing buildings in the old city that still
stood erect in the late 60’s of the previous century; and (c) the gradual and ongoing deterioration
of buildings that were constructed beyond the walls of the old city, dating back to the Mandate
period. Among other features, the common denominator of all these structures is that they were
built of basalt stone, lending a unique characteristic to the townscape of Tiberias.

Despite the differences between these cases, there are three common causes that may explain
the lack of conservation: first, vernacular architecture, particularly from recent times, is not
considered worthy of conservation; second, the peripheral status of the town of Tiberias in
Israel, and its dependence on funds from exterior sources; and third, the so-called “western”
concept of tourism which was endorsed by the town’s leadership. The same causes continue to
pose a threat to the vernacular built heritage of Tiberias.

Keywords: vernacular architecture, built heritage, Tiberias.
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IMAGINED SPACES AS COMMODITY: SOME CRITICAL COMMENTS
ON (IN)VISIBILITY IN TOURISM

Chaim Noy
Sapir Academic College

This chapter sheds a critical light on several less known aspects of the booming industry of world
tourism. Modern tourism, when viewed in terms of performance, suggests that the industry
enables hundreds of millions of people who partake in the enterprise as tourists, the possibility
to convert material capital into cultural and social assets. This transaction is accomplished
via public spaces from which tourists can gaze and in which they themselves become highly
visible. However, the usual performance criteria in regard to tourism are incomplete if they
lack a critical dimension of awareness of the many individuals who are actively involved - yet
entirely invisible - in the tourism industry as employees.

While recent studies comprise more critical approaches to this problem, they run against the
barrier of current conservative research, which is influenced by powerful capitalist market
forces supporting the tourism industry. These critical approaches enable to appraise the far-
reaching oppressive effects that tourism—now at the forefront of globalization—can produce,
and hopefully also come to term with.

Keywords: tourism, spaces, Bourgeoisie, market forces, critical approaches.

“RADAR” STATIONS IN JERUSALEM AND CARMEL ON THE EVE OF
THE WAR OF INDEPENDENCE

Yehuda Ziv
Scholar of the Land of Israel and member of the Governmental Names Committee

During the “Ma’avak” (Struggle) against the British Mandate government, at the phase
preceding the War of Independence (1945-1947), the underground Palmach commando units of
the Hagana attacked several radar stations that operated against Jewish ships carrying “illegal”
immigrants. Prof. Frank Evans (of Queen Mary College, London) was sent to Palestine in June
1947 as a soldier of the “5 Wireless Carrier Troop”. The carrier troop operated a secret new
radio-telephone device, which performed on the direct-vision-line principle. The device used
“plates” aerials, very similar to a radar-antenna, which lead to its wrong identification as a radar
installation. The “5 Wireless Carrier Troop” consisted of squads, stationed at four locations:
One in Rehavia (British Security Zone B” of Jerusalem); another one east of Kibbutz Ma‘ale ha-
Hamisha, near today’s Radar Hill (Har Adar); a third with the troop’s headquarters on Mount
Gerizim, above Nablus; and the fourth on Mount Carmel (Antenna Hill), above Nesher (+528 m).

On July 21% 1947 a daring attack was held by Palmach/Hagana units against the northern
wireless carrier station, and simultaneously an attack was carried out against another RAF
(Royal Air Force) station at the Western Carmel. An official communiqué, stating that these
were in fact only wireless stations, was taken as camouflage of the real damage inflicted, which
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was mainly moral. Years later Professor Evans affirmed that both “radars” were indeed radio-
telephone stations.

Keywords: British Mandate, Palmach, Hagana, illegal immigration, radar , radio-telephone,
wireless carrier.

MAGHAR - A VILLAGE OF CAVES FROM THE OTTOMAN PERIOD IN
THE COASTAL PLAIN

Avi Sasson
Land of Israel Studies Department, Ashkelon Academic College

The village of Maghar is set apart by its rock-cut caves that were used as dwellings, a feature
that was not characteristic of this region. The village was not exceptional in its surroundings
in terms of materials and style of construction, its agricultural life pattern, and other local
characteristics. Its sole significance for scholars lies in the fact that it is seemingly more ancient
than other similar villages, and in the uniqueness of its caves. The creation of a village consisting
of caves dug and built in uniform style and similar size, strongly attests to a superb social
organization. Such uniformity would appear to be intentional, for otherwise we would find
dense and spontaneous construction, as can be seen in the common Arab village. Obviously the
social structure of such social organization also influenced other areas of life, which would be
expressed in the spatial distribution of the village plots and functions.

Most of the houses contained only one or two large rooms. In a number of caves niches of
differing sizes were discovered in the walls of the structure. Only one single chamber of this
type was rock-cut in each dwelling unit, and usually this was a small space with a small
entrance opening, that in certain places enabled he dweller to stand upright. The described
reality in the coastal plain during the Ottoman period, before the renewal of Jewish settlement
in the late nineteenth century, proves that similar phenomena could be found among Jews, as
in the case of the first residents of Gederah who settled in a cave, which is not so exceptional in
historical terms.

Keywords: Coastal Plain, Kurkar, Ottoman Period, Rock-cut caves.
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